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Graduate Program Mission & Goals

Mission:

The mission of the VCU Master of Science in Forensic Science Program is to pre-
pare students for careers as forensic scientists in government and private forensic
laboratories. In addition, students will be prepared to pursue further graduate
and/or professional academic degrees.

Supporting Goals:

Students will be able to apply basic principles and laboratory procedures of Bi-
ology and Chemistry to forensic evidence analysis.

Students will demonstrate the capabilities, use, potential and limitations of fo-
rensic laboratory theory and techniques.

Students will demonstrate an understanding of legal procedure and the rules of
evidence.

Students will demonstrate ethical and professional duties and responsibilities
of the forensic scientist.

Students will demonstrate the ability to perform, report and orally present in-
dependent research in an area of forensic science.
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First Things First

|l 6m accepted into the program, now what?

The VCU Graduate School website is a great resource for students throughout the application and accep-
tance process. Once accepted, dattio//www.graduate.vcu.edu/admission/newstudents/checklist.html
for a checklist of important tasks to complete.

Where can | find information about housing?

VCU has two web sites which will be of assistance to you. For information abaw#troffus housing,

go tohttp://www.usca.vcu.edu/information_center/offcampus/housing_info. it information about
oncampus housing, go tatp://www.housing.vcu.edu/ Al so, check the graduate
list of classifieds, there are numerous housing options there.

What about working while | am in school?

The graduate program is falme and rigorous. We recommeadainstfull -time employment. If you

are eligible for workstudy, the University Career Center posts waitidy openings on and off campus.
That web page isttp://www.students.vcu.edu/career3here also may be laboratory job opportunities
in the Department of Forensic Science and other departments that we work closely with, to which we
will alert you by email.

What is the cost of tuition? Where can | find information about financial aid and scholarships?

Tuition and fees are listed on the Student Accounting web page, locatdat/Avww.vcu.edu/enroll/
sal Financial Aid and scholarship information are locateatat//www.vcu.edu/enroll/finaid/

Will I need a car? What about parking?

Previous graduate students recommend that it is better to have your own transportation. Classes are held
both at DFS and VCU day and evening. Free parking is available at DFS after 4:30 in its parking lot.

VCU parking information is available http://
www.bsv.vcu.edu/vcupark/Day or eveningpnly
parking stickers can be purchased forcampus
parking; in addition, free, firstome, first served
onstreet parking is available near some classe
you plan to get an eoampus pass it is bestto ¢
tact Parking and Transportation early to inquire ~
about your pass as they sell out quickly. ¥




First Things First (continued)

When is orientation?

Each year the Graduate School, in conjunction with the Graduate Student Association,

holds graduate student orientation on the Friday before fall classes start. Orientation is generally held at
the Universityods Performing Arts Center with spea
ceive an email invitation with the details concerning this event by-signmer.

The Department also sponsors a graduate program orientation each year during the week of or prior to
the beginning of fall classes. This graduate program orientation is followed by individual advising ses-
sions for each student with his or her academic advisor.

How do | get my picture ID?

Your VCU Card can be obtained on the day of Graduate Student Orientation. Bring a photo ID and a
copy of your Fall schedule to the Technology Administration Building on Broad Street. If you are un-
able to attend orientation, you can obtain your VCU Card the following week during VCU Card business
hours. (For more information, saép://www.vcucard.com)

How do | get my VCU email account?

YourVCUemai | address is the wuniversityods official ¢
your elD, to do so, visitttp://www.ts.vcu.edu/fag/accountd/o obtain your VCU enail address add
your elD to @vcu.edu. Then go ttp://www.vcu.edu/vcu/email.phip access your account.

Where are classes held?

Classes are held at both VCU and DFS Central Laboratory. Forensic Science courses offered at VCU

are held on either the Monroe Park (ottp/t he Medi cal
www.dfs.virginia.govy) is located at 700 N. 5th Street and is a part of the Virginia Biotechnology Re-

search Park in downtown Richmond, only blocks from the state capitol.

What courses do | take my first semester and how do | register?

You register online for the classes you will take during your first semester at VCU (totaling 10 credits):
FRSC 570, Forensic Science Seminar (1)

FRSC 671, Instrumentation in Forensic Chemistry (3)

FRSC 673, Forensic Microscopy (2)

FRSZ 673L, Forensic Microscopy Laboratory (1)

FRSC 675, Forensic Serology and DNA Analysis (2)

FRSZ 675L, Forensic Serology and DNA Analysis Laboratory (1)

To register, go to the VCU web sitetp://www.vcu.edyand log into the Portal. This will take you to
Banner Self Service; from there, follow the-gereen instructions.

Can | register for additional classes above these 10 credits?

At VCU, graduate students registered for 9 credits are givetirhdl status. Additionally, the depth of
knowledge and demands of coursework will increase with graduate school. Thus, we do not recommend
that first semester students take above the 10 prescribed credit hours. However, students admitted provi-
sionally may be required to complete additional coursework during the first and/or second semester of
enrollment.



First Things First (continued)

Are all Forensic Science courses offered each semester?

Forensic Science courses are offered at least once per year. Occasionally, additional sections of a course
may be added at the discretion of the Director and Chair. Courses outside of the Forensic Science De-
partment are offered throughout the year. Students will be advised each semester prior to registration by
the Graduate Director and their advisors on what courses will be available in upcoming semesters.

After being admitted to one concentration track, is it possible to change tracks?

Students may request to change their concentration track by submitting a letter to the Forensic Science
Graduate Committee detailing the request and justification. These requests will be considered only on a
caseby-case basis and only when the appropriate admissions requirements are met.

Can | complete two concentration tracks?

Yes. Students who wish to complete a second track may submit a formal request to the Forensic Science
Graduate Committee. These requests will only be considered when students have completed all admis-
sions requirements for the new track.




Master of Science in Forensic Science Qverview

The Master of Science is one of only a few FEPa#&Credited programs of its

kind in the United States. The objective of the Master of Science in Forensic Science program
is to prepare students for careers as forensic scientists in government and private forensic labo-
ratories. In addition, students will be prepared to pursue further graduate and/or professional
academic degrees, if desired.

Core courses in the Master of Science Forensic Science curriculum offer broad exposure to fo-
rensic laboratory equipment and instrumentation and exposure to criminal procedures and ex-
pert testimony, forensic biology, forensic chemistry, trace evidence, physical evidence, profes-
sional ethics, quality assurance, and current topics in research and development within the fo-
rensic sciences. Students entering this program are offered the opportunity to specialize within
the field. Students entering the program are required to select a concentration track by the end
of their first semester. Tracks offered include Forensic Biology, Forensic Chemistry/Drugs &
Toxicology, Forensic Chemistry/Trace, and the Forensic Physical (Evidence) track. Throughout
the curriculum, a strong emphasis is placed on laboratory course work, providing students with
significant laboratory experience prior to graduation. Several of the laboratory courses are
taught by practicing professional forensic scientists at the Virginia Department of Forensic Sci-
encebs Central Laboratory, which is nationall
Laboratory Directord.aboratory Accreditation Board.

The graduate program is a ftilne, two year program. Courses taken will vary depending on

the track selected. Required and elective courses are offered at various times, day and night,
throughout the week. The Master of Science in Forensic Science degree requires 42 semester
hours of course work including 27 semester hours of required core course work and 15 semester
hours of specialized course work designed for each track (including electives). The required
coursework includes Directed Research which is an extensive research experience conducted
within a forensic laboratory setting. The curriculum is divided into four tracks: Forensic biol-
ogy, Forensic chemistry/drugs & toxicology, Forensic chemistry/trace, and Forensic physical
analysis.

Program Features
e Small class sizes.
e Distinguished faculty.
e Courses taught by current or former practicing forensic scientists.
e Active research programs in multiple forensic science disciplines.

e Location in the state capital provides a rich environment for both
classroom learning and directed research.

e Handson laboratory courses usinq/mo_dern crime laboratory equig ,)//g
gwe_nt taught oitampus and at the Virginia Department of Forensic\&Sae
cience

entral Laboratory.
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Curriculum - Course Requirements K _

Master of Science in Forensic Science degrdd?2 credits) /

Core requirements
(27 credits)

STAT/BIOS 543 Statistical Methods | 3
FRSC 570 Forensic Science Seminar*+ (1 credit each) 3
FRSC 661 Analysis of Pattern Evidence (lecture/laboratary)

FRSC 662 Firearm and Toolmark Identification (lecture/laboratory) 3
FRSC 670 Forensic Evidence and Criminal Procedure 3
FRSC 671 Instrumentation in Forensic Chemistry* 3
FRSC 673 Forensic Microscopy* 2
FRSZ 673L Forensic Microscopy Laboratory* 1
FRSC 675 Forensic Serology and DNA Analysis* 2
FRSZ 675L Forensic Serology and DNA Analysis Laboratory* 1
FRSC 677 Professional Practices & Expert Testimony 3
FRSC 793 Directed Research in Forensic Science 3

* Courses required the first fall semester upon entry into the Forensic Science Program.

+ This course is one credit; three credits total must be taken; one credit must be completed in
each semester of the first full year of enrollment.



